REGULAR FIRE COMMISSIONER MEETING
June 14, 2021

4:00 P.M.
Minutes

CALL TO ORDER:
Commissioner Burch called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Commissioner Kester led the Board and those attending in the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL:
All Fire Commissioners were present. Deputy Chief Arold, Deputy Chief Soto, and Finance
Director Golden represented Administration. Spokane County Auditor Vicky Dalton was
present to administer the Oath of Office to the newly appointed Fire Commissioner.
SPECIAL PRESENTATION:
1. Appointment of Fire Commissioner Position 3
Commission Burch noted that all four Commissioners were present at the meeting and that
there were only four due to the resignation of Commissioner Pearson at the last meeting on
May 24, 2021. Commissioner Burch said that the Board would move on to the appointment
of a new Fire Commissioner for Position 3 and entertain a motion on the topic.
Commissioner Burch then recognized Commissioner Guarisco.
Commissioner Guarisco stated that he nominated Brian Asmus for the position of Fire
Commissioner, position three, to fill the current vacancy. Commissioner Anderson
seconded the motion. Commissioner Burch polled each member of the Board for their vote.
Commissioner Anderson voted “aye.” Commissioner Kester voted “aye.” Commissioner
Guarisco voted “aye.” Commissioner Burch voted “aye.” Nomination vote carried.
Commissioner Burch congratulated Brian Asmus as the newly appointed Fire Commissioner
and welcomed Commissioner Asmus to make remarks.
Commissioner Asmus thanked the Board for the opportunity to serve and provided some
information about himself. He stated that he recently retired from the Liberty Lake Police
Department where he served 20 years as the Police Chief. Ten years prior to that, he was
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also in law enforcement and happily retired after 30 years of a career in professional law
enforcement organization. During that time, Commissioner Asmus served on numerous
committees, boards, and commissions, specifically working a great deal with Spokane
Valley Fire Department personnel. He commented that he really enjoyed those professional
experiences.
Mr. Asmus said that he is currently working at Central Valley School District as their Director
of Safety and Security. He said that he was retired for less than a day before taking on this
new role at Central Valley, but he is very excited about this opportunity and appreciates
being appointed to this position. He looks forward to serving the community.
Commissioner Burch thanked Commissioner Asmus and his willingness to serve the Board
and the community. Commissioner Burch added that Commissioner Asmus was appointed
because he was on the ballot to run for this position later this year. He did run unopposed,
so it was a natural fit to have him be appointed for the remainder of Commissioner
Pearson's term which will expire at the end of this year. He said that Commissioner Asmus
would be sworn in again next January at the end of November's election.
2. Oath of Office – Fire Commissioner Position 3
Commissioner Burch welcomed our county auditor, Vicky Dalton, who was present to
administer the Oath of Office to Brian Asmus.
Auditor Vicky Dalton thanked Chairman Burch for the introduction and asked Mr. Asmus if
he preferred to use the word swear or the word affirm. He replied that he would like to use
the word swear in the oath. Auditor Dalton then asked Mr. Asmus to raise his right hand and
repeat the Oath after her for Fire Commissioner, Position number 3. Following the
administering of the oath, Auditor Dalton asked Commissioner Asmus to turn his camera
toward his desk so she could see him sign the Oath, and that she would do the same, and
sign on page two. Auditor Dalton then congratulated Commissioner Asmus. The Board also
congratulated Commissioner Asmus and welcomed him to the Board.
3. Selection of Vice-Chair – Board of Fire Commissioners
Commissioner Burch commented that we have an opening with the vice chair position, and
he would look for a motion to nominate a new vice chair. Commissioner Kester motioned to
nominate Bill Anderson for the Vice-Chair position. Commissioner Guarisco seconded the
motion. Commissioner Burch called for a vote from each member of the Board, and all
Commissioners voiced a vote of “aye.” Motion carried.
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
1. May 2021 Financial Reports
Finance Director Angela Golden presented the May 2021 Financial Report and discussed the
following:
Revenues as of May 31, 2021, are at 42% compared to 39% this time last year. The
difference is due to the Cares Grant reimbursement, 2020 mobilizations that we
received this year, and the sale of old Station 11 land.
The property tax receipts are comparable to 2020 percentage wise. Expenses are at
37.2% compared to 38% at this time last year.
Pension fund revenues are at 40% compared to 48.5% last year. The difference is due
to the amount of the general fund transfer. Last year we had transferred $600,000, and
this year we've transferred $500,000 so far.
Pension expenses are at 31.5% compared to 35.5% this time last year. This is down
slightly but still within normal range.
Medical fund revenue is at 40.2% both years.
Medical fund expenses are at 40% compared to 29% last year. This is an increase,
but last year the claims were low due to the pandemic. It was difficult to get into the
doctor except for emergencies, so our claims were unusually low last year. Our claims
this year are more where we would expect them.
The Board thanked Finance Director Golden for her report.
2. May 2021 Response Totals
DC Arold presented the May 2021 response totals and provided the following information:
There were 1,955 calls for service for May, and 88.5% of those were medical
emergencies.
That represents about a 14% increase or 972 calls for service over the same time last
year. The largest increase was in our ALS calls for service.
DC Arold said that is a pretty big jump in one particular category, and the driver for that
increase appears to be around physical injuries, then altered mental status, general
weakness, head trauma, and diabetic calls.
The Board thanked DC Arold for his report.
PUBLIC COMMENT: Please see our website to sign up prior to the meeting to make a
public comment at: www.spokanevalleyfire.com - All comments must be received in
writing by 2:00 p.m. prior to the start of the meeting.
3

June 14, 2021
Board of Fire Commissioners Meeting
There were no requests received for public comment.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Commissioner Burch stated the Consent Agenda consisted of items considered routine which
are approved by a single motion. A Board member may remove any item from the Consent
Agenda to be considered separately. No items were removed from the agenda.
1. Approval of Vouchers:
6 vouchers in the amount of $3,753.96
45 vouchers in the amount of $61,133.51
19 EFT’s in the amount of $540,602.61
38 EFT’s in the amount of $121,712.94
Premera wire transfer in the amount of $73,150.41 and $6,736.86
Premera wire transfer in the amount of $81,258.39 and $4,210.71
2. Approval of May Payroll: $1,426,551.52
3. Meeting Approval – None.
Commissioner Anderson moved to approve the Consent Agenda and Commissioner Kester
seconded the motion. All Board members voted “aye.” Motion Carried.
ADMINISTRATIVE REMARKS:
None.
COMMISSIONER REMARKS:
Commissioner Kester asked Deputy Chief Soto about the new boat and trailer on the way over from
the coast. Deputy Chief Soto stated that Training Chief Rorie is working on this, and the
Department made this purchase with funds from the state grant that was received.
Commissioner Anderson provided an update on the search for a new Civil Service Commissioner.
There is a posting on the Department’s website, and it will also be posted in the Valley Voice.
Anyone interested in applying can refer to the posting on the Department’s website,
www.spokanevalleyfire.com, under Join SVFD.
Commissioner Guarisco welcomed Commissioner Asmus noting that they both serve as Rotarians
for Spokane Valley and the Liberty Lake area. He then thanked Spokane Valley Fire crews for all of
their hard work noting the increase in the number of responses he sees each day as well as the
increase in traffic.
Commissioner Asmus stated that he is honored to serve on SVFD’s Board of Fire Commissioners
and he is excited for what the future holds for everyone.
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Commissioner Burch reiterated Commissioner Guarisco’s comments thanking crews and noting
that he is also seeing a lot more responses than he has in the past which is confirmed by the
increase in response totals reviewed by the Board earlier in the meeting. He reminded the public to
please pull over and help keep our crews safe. He also stressed the importance of proceeding
slowly when passing crews at the scene of a motor vehicle accident as this will help keep everyone
safe while our crews are attending to the needs of our fellow citizens. Commissioner Burch went on
to publicly thank Mike Pearson for his years of service to the Board of Fire Commissioners and in
his leadership role as Chair and wishing him well in whatever he takes on moving forward.
ADVANCED AGENDA:
None.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
None.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Mutual Aid Agreement Kootenai Co. Fire and Rescue
Deputy Chief Arold presented the background information on Resolution 2021-492, which is a
part of the annual review of the Mutual Aid Agreement between SVFD and Kootenai Co. Fire
and Rescue. The agreement is the same as last year with a new Resolution, as required in the
agreement. Staff is recommending the Board adopt Resolution 2021-492, as part of the Mutual
Aid Agreement process between SVFD and Kootenai Co. Fire and Rescue. Commissioner
Guarisco moved to approve renewal of the Mutual Aid Agreement between Spokane Valley Fire
Department and Kootenai Co. Fire and Rescue, and Commissioner Anderson seconded the
motion. There was very brief discussion that on the bottom of the first page the letter “t” was left
off of the word “not” on section 3, Command Responsibility, on the last line that says “shall
no,” and the wording will be corrected to “shall not” prior to the agreement being sent out for
signatures. Following discussion, Chairman Burch called for a vote, and all Commissioners
voted “aye” to renew the Mutual Aid Agreement with Kootenai Co. Fire and Rescue. Motion
carried.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
There were no public comments received this evening. Commissioner Burch stated that the
public is invited to submit comments to us by 2:00 p.m. the day of our meeting by going to our
website at www.spokanevalleyfire.com.
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ANNOUNCEMENT:
Commissioner Burch announced that our next regular meeting will be Monday, June 28, 2021,
at 4:00 p.m., and this will be a virtual meeting.
ADJOURNMENT:
Commissioner Burch then acknowledged Commissioner Guarisco. Commissioner Guarisco
motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Commissioner Anderson seconded the motion. All
Commissioners voted “aye” to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. Commissioner Burch
adjourned the meeting at 4:33 p.m.

t
h
_______________________
Patrick Burch
Chairman
Board of Fire Commissioners
PB/djc
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